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General Meeting—Tuesday 4 October at 8.00 p.m. At the meeting room at Botanic Gardens 
Speaker: Mark La Pla, Conservation Ecology Centre Ecologist and University of Melbourne PhD student 


Talk title: David vs Goliath—Describing the response of predators and prey to fire in a biodiverse heathland. Using a 
combination of GPS tracking and remote-sensing camera technologies to describe just how hard life is for a threatened 
native mammal, the Long-nosed Potoroo. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 1 November at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: James Van Dyke 
Talk title: Kicking off Turtle Month 2022 to Help Longneck Turtles. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Helen and Anthony Stary, Newtown; Jane Laidlaw and Paul Hoban, Newtown 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of ‘Zoom and Room’ for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and the 
season—winter events will mainly be via Zoom. 


For indoor meetings all participants must be at least double vaccinated and we will ask you to verify that. 
Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 24 October 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .]pg —to the editor. 
The editor for the November edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
WWW.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at https://www.dropbox.com/ 
sh/6wnnoji3jsusw1o/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZooBiEN Ta?dl=0 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. Ihe Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongF NCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 
Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongftieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The photo on the front cover, by Craig Morley is a captive-bred released adult male Orange-bellied Parrot in saltmarsh, 
10/9/22. 


The photo on the back cover, by Lynne Clarke shows the Brisbane Ranges habitat observed on the bird group 
excursion on 22/9/22. 


september butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


Arrei Painted Ladies have been the most numerous species this month, followed by Imperial Jezebels, with two 
sightings of Yellow Admirals and one of Cabbage Whites, although these may be present but not reported. Trevor 
Pescott had an Imperial Jezebel pupating at Yaugher, but did not think the adult he saw was that one. 


Observers: 


BL, Barry Lingham; DTy, David Tytherleigh, GA, George Appleby; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, 
Jenny Possingham; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. Реѕсой. 


Cabbage White 3/9/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens рэт in flight around middle garden 
beds 

Imperial Jezebel | 10/9/22 асана Tone beating into a beating into a stiff south-west _ south-west 
mn a from the north 


E 21/9/22 prem co — East Geelong | One: in flight over street and 
neighbouring j gardens — ^ 


BEN 21/9/22 | Geelong Botanic Gardens | Onei in flight over northern gardens = 


Australian Painted Lady |28/8/22 - 28/0/22 - ‘Ocean Grove 0 Grove ‘Onein garden — In Oneingaden /— 


3/9/22 E — Botanic Gardens 


One sunning in garden bed near 


main entrance way 
41/9/22 Orchid Track Brisbane One at rest on gravel track, mid JN 
afternoon 
D 14/9/22 | Geelong Hospital One on vegetation in the median 
strip 


— 17/9/22 | Woodlands Estate Ocean One flying about garden MN 
pereo 


Yellow Admiral 


Geelong Botanic Gardens | ETT sunning and in 1 flight along the 
northern pathway 


14/9/22 


Maximum of three seen at any one 
time but singles and twos seen at 
other times 


| 19/9/22 The Bluff Barwon Heads 


Name Badges GFNC 


To all Club Members-We are taking orders for more durable name 
badges for members to wear at meetings, presentations and 
outings. Photos of the new badges have been the Newsletter. The | 
badges measure 80 x 30 mm and have a magnetic clip rather than 
a pin attachment. They will include the Club logo on the left and 
the member name on the right. The more we order the lower the 
unit price, so we are hoping for an order of at least fifty badges in 
the first instance, but the more the merrier. 

Orders can be placed by sending an email to Trevor Hodson 
doctiny@bigpond.com 

Your Committee has indicated your first badge will be free of 
charge but replacement or second badges will be at cost. Once 
ordered and received, delivery arrangements will be advised. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Yellow Gum Nature Reserve and Blue Waters 
Lake, Ocean Grove 


25 August 2022 


ellow Gum Nature Reserve 


This urban reserve, managed by the City of Greater 
Geelong (CoGG), is a recent addition to the CoGG reserve 
system. When the old Goandra farming property that 
abutted the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve was proposed 
as a site for future subdivision in 1999, the GFNC had 
several concerns that we raised at a VCAT hearing. The 
Goandra farm had a substantial grove of the Bellarine 
Yellow Gum Eucalyptus leucoxylon subsp. bellarinensis 
that was recognised as a threatened subspecies of Yellow 
Gum. The trees were a favoured feeding source for Swift 
Parrots that migrated from their Tasmanian breeding sites 
to southern Australia in late autumn. There were also 
concerns about development of housing and 
accompanying domestic pets in the proximity of the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve. 


The planning issues were resolved by the imposition of a 
strict conservation policy via the creation of a Special Use 
Zone that restrained property owners from damaging any 
Yellow Gums, or building outside a prescribed envelope. 
The destruction of trees necessary for creating roads and 
services was to be offset by the creation of a new 8.5 ha 
reserve that included the largest and best examples of the 
Yellow Gums. Management of the reserve was passed to 
CoGG around 2016 and the reserve was opened to the 
public. 


The flowering trees of the reserve still attract many parrot 
species and Swift Parrots have been seen in March and 
April this year. AS we gathered on site, there was a 
continual chatter of parrots as they fed or flew among the 
trees. Lorikeets were numerous with many Rainbow 
Lorikeets, plus a few Purple-crowned and Musk Lorikeets. 
Many of the Rainbow Lorikeets displayed the plumage 
variations that showed they were the result of hybridisation 
with Scaly-breasted or Musk Lorikeets in past generations. 
The lovely Eastern Rosella was one of the most common 
birds seen. Galahs, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and some 
Corellas added to the parrots of the site. 


At times when the trees are in full blossom, many 
honeyeaters arrive but they were mostly absent during our 
visit. 5ome local ducks were seen flying through or in 
urban gardens nearby. A few Straw-necked Ibis flying 
overhead heralded the beginning of the more numerous 
flocks we can expect as the breeding gets underway at 
Mud Islands. 


Blue Waters Lake 


Many Ocean Grove residents are unaware of this 
freshwater urban lake—a hidden gem due to it being 
almost surrounded by housing. After morning tea at the 
Linghams' house we entered the lake reserve via the 
Cuthbertson Drive entrance. Recent rains had filled the 
lake leaving no exposed mud to attract some of the fringe- 
dwellers such as crakes and rails. We were also a few 
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Barry Lingham 


weeks early to see Latham's Snipe that regularly arrive in 
early September. 


With many eyes scanning the willow trees along the inlet 
channel, we were eventually able to locate a nesting 
Tawny Frogmouth that had been reported previously by 
George Appleby. As usual, the skimpy nest built by this 
species seemed inadequate for the purpose, but they were 
able to fledge two youngsters from this location last year, 
so we hope that they have breeding success again. 


By following the circuit track, we gained good views of 
Royal Spoonbills in breeding plumage, showing the shaggy 
mane of feathers extending from the crown. A pair of Black 
owans shepherded their brood of four small cygnets. 
Several species of ducks were noted, along with both 
Australian and Hoary-heady Grebes. We continued past 
the outlet that drains into the estuary via the local golf 
course. A Willie Wagtail was busy catching insects and we 
glimpsed four Freckled Duck sheltering near the shore. 


The proximity of the lake to the Barwon estuary allows 
many water birds to roost at the lake during high tide or at 
night. A poplar tree that had fallen into the lake was being 
used as a roost by several species of water birds, including 
many cormorants, Australian White Ibis and Royal 
opoonbills. 


Little Grassbirds were heard calling and Nankeen Night- 
Herons were seen roosting in a large willow. 


Our morning stroll around the lake provided a tally of 36 
species including several breeding records. 


In total, we recorded 48 species for the outing. Thanks to 
David Boyle for taking the eBird list. 


Yellow Gum Nature Reserve https://ebird.org/checklist/ 


0117515617 


/checklist/S117518347 
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Blue Waters Lake https://ebird.or 


Yellow Gum, 25/8/22 
Photo; Lynne Clarke 


Bird List 


Yellow Gum Blue Waters Lake 
ie Pe al 
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Plant Group excursion report—Bellarine Landcare Indigenous Nursery and 
adjacent Belchers Reserve, and Basin Reserve, Drysdale 


12 September 2022 


ellarine Landcare Indigenous Nursery 


The Bellarine indigenous plant nursery is part of a joint 
initiative between Bellarine Landcare Group and Bellarine 
secondary College. It has been in operation for 20 years. 
The team of volunteers, students from the College and 
nursery staff, led by Fiona Love, Nursery Coordinator, do a 
wonderful job in producing thousands of seedlings each 
year for major revegetation and restoration projects, as well 
as home gardens. In 2001 the team grew 60 000 tube 
stock. Not only is this a highly successful effort but it 
creates a great benefit for the environment as these 
seedlings are planted in the local region. For example, 
direct seeding of native grasses has been used to enhance 
natural regeneration of areas. 


Our small group of GFNC members spent the initial part of 
the morning learning about the various aspects of nursery 
operation, including seed collection and cleaning, as well 
as propagation. We walked through the nursery looking at 
many of the seedlings being grown, which included a 
growing number and range of grasses. Of particular 
interest was the rare plant section where a variety of 
species is being conserved. Some plants are locally rare, 
including Ranunculus lappaceus Australian Buttercup, 
known from only a handful of locations and where, 
unfortunately, plant numbers at those sites are in decline. 
Some soil trays were growing local moss species. On other 
tables we saw plants that had been rescued for 
preservation from locations such as the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve where car park construction required 
excavation of indigenous vegetation. They were growing 
well and it is expected that these plants will be replanted 
back within their original sites and used in seed orchards to 
preserve genetics. 


The nursery buildings and facilities are located on Belchers 
Rd in an area of remnant heathy woodland. Within the 
nursery footprint grows a very old Eucalyptus viminalis 
subsp. pryoriana Manna Gum. This wonderful tree, 
estimated to be about 350 years old, is doing well, afforded 
protection by nursery buildings. A number of next boxes 
have been put up for local birdlife and these quickly 
attracted Rainbow Lorikeets and Red-rumped Parrots. The 
nursery team are also hoping to encourage the local pair of 
Laughing Kookaburras to breed within the site. 


Belchers Reserve 


Late-morning, the group, along with three of the nursery 
staff and volunteer team, headed into the adjacent 
Belchers Reserve—Manna Gum dominated heathy 
woodland—following the 1—1.5 km track which winds 
through the area. While the reserve is under the 
management of the City of Greater Geelong, the nursery 
team take a custodial role in caring for this land. 


Over the years some plantings have occurred within the 
reserve but much of it remains untouched since its time as 
farmland. The reserve is notable for the stands of very old 
Manna Gum, many of which have hollows that are being 
used by birds, possums and other wildlife. The understorey 
is dominated by thick Pteridium esculentum subsp. 
esculentum Bracken, with some native and introduced 
grasses. 
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Bernie and Barry Lingham 


Different species of moss and some fungi, including an 
interesting slime mould could be seen in damper areas. As 
we walked the track, we were shown the last late-season 
specimens of a patch of flowering Pterostylis concinna Trim 
Greenhood. We also noted a couple of Leptospermum 
myrsinoides Heath Tea-tree—more plants of this species 
were later observed at Basin Reserve. 


Basin Reserve 


Following a quick morning tea outside the Basin Reserve 
boundary, we entered via Jurgens Rd and explored the 
reserve. 


The sandy soil forms the basis for the heathy woodland 
habitat. The area is notable on the Bellarine for the stands 
of Xanthorrhoea australis Austral Grass-tree, of which 
many were in flower at the time of our visit. These tall 
flowering stems had attracted several different 
invertebrates, including Yellow Admiral butterflies. 
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Flowering Grasstree, 12/9/22 
Photo: David Boyle 


Many of the Manna Gums had suffered extensive dieback 
over previous years. Assessments by arborists and 
ecologists attributed the damage to a combination of an 
unnaturally high possum population, insect attack and dry 
autumn periods. Reported dumping of possums in the area 
exacerbated the problem. Plastic collars were fitted to 
many trees to prevent possum access to the tree crowns. 
This appears to have been successful in many cases, but 
some trees had succumbed to the damage and are now 
dead stags—of course these still remain valuable habitat. 


Work undertaken by The Friends of Basin Reserve to 
reduce the thick covering of Bracken in several areas 
looked to be working well. These cleared areas will allow a 
range of small forbs and herbs to re-establish. 
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On our walk through the reserve, we were shown a large 
patch of flowering Pterostylis nutans Nodding Greenhood 
and several planted Bossiaea cinerea Showy Bossiaea, 
which was historically resident in this area. We admired the oC EST NIS, 
many Acacia species in full flower, including A. implexa re Sed aS E Me A 
Lightwood, A. paradoxa Hedge Wattle, A. pycnantha | OMS, ^de s 
Golden Wattle and A. mearnsii Black Wattle. 
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A cacophony of frogs greeted us as we descended the 
steps to view the Basin ephemeral wetland area. We 
identified Pobblebonks, Spotted Marsh Frogs and Common 
Eastern Froglets. 
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There was much to see and enjoy throughout our visit to all 
locations. We thank Fiona Love and nursery members A4 
Karla, David and Denis, for their time and for sharing their — & ed X 


knowledge of these special areas with us. Thanks also to BN = А а; - 1 | V 
David Boyle for the bird list. Colony of Nodding Greenhoods, Basin Reserve, 12/9/22 


Photo: David Boyle 
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Nursery апа Basin Reserve 


Belchers Reserve 


Australian Wood Duck 
Pacific Black Duck 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Australian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 
otraw-necked Ibis 


1 (Overhead) 


143 (Overhead) 
Brown Falcon 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Superb Fairywren 

Noisy Miner 

Grey Butcherbird 

Australian Magpie 

Grey Fantail 

Magpie-lark 


Little Raven 


l 
== 


Heart Spider Orchid, Anglesea, 20/9/22 
Photo: Graham Possingham 
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Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Survey September 2022 


Craig Morley Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group Coordinator 


| Start this report with a sincere thank you to each of the 
volunteers who gave their time, efforts and energy on the 
week-end of 10-11 September to search for Orange-bellied 
Parrots and Blue-winged Parrots on the Bellarine 
Peninsula and Surf Coast. 


In contrast to the success of the May and July survey 
weekends, when five migrant Orange-bellied Parrots 
(OBPs) were found during each survey, we did not find any 
migrants, although some volunteers were fortunate to 
enjoy extended views of two captive-bred OBPs released 
in May as part of the 2022 Mainland Release Program. 


The number of Blue-winged Parrots observed was 
notably lower than the May (286) and July (439) totals with 
a total of nine across the sites surveyed in September, 
though this decrease is not unexpected and reflects the 
movement of the species away from saltmarsh into more 
wooded areas at this time of year in preparation for 
breeding. 
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Photo; Richard Kumnick 


There are always other highlight observations to enjoy and 
the surveys of September 2022 did not disappoint. 
Numerous Striated Fieldwrens and White-fronted Chats 
were recorded across several sites. Some fortunate 
observers were rewarded with views of a pair of foraging 
Brolgas at Bancoora saltmarsh along with a most 
unexpected Barn Owl. Many of us were treated to myriad 
Straw-necked Ibis, with Australian White Ibis in much 
lower numbers, streaming across the skies as they went In 
search of food away from breeding colonies at Mud Islands 


and Reedy Lake. New Holland Honeyeaters were present 


at several sites. Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoos, often a 
regular companion in saltmarsh in late winter and early 
spring with their mournful calls with the downwards 
inflection, were seen along with other saltmarsh gems 
including Royal Spoonbills, Caspian and Crested Terns, 
Red-capped Plovers and foraging Nankeen Kestrels. 


Returning to the volunteer effort for 2022, at least 40 keen 
people volunteered for over 6/ survey sessions across the 
May, July and September OBP surveys. Allowing 4 hours 
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on-site for surveys, 2 hours of preparation and planning 
with an hour for travelling to and from the site, and 2 hours 
for finalizing forms, unpacking etc., gives a minimum 10 
hours per survey session per volunteer—a grand total of at 
least 670 volunteer hours across the three surveys. The 
going volunteer rate is at least $30 per hour so l'II let you 
do the maths on that one! A wonderful effort. 


On a personal note and on behalf of the National Recovery 
Team a most sincere thank you is extended to all who 
assisted with these surveys. 


After the cancellation of all the 2020 surveys and the 
tentative steps taken to resume in May 2021 followed by 
the cancellations in July and September 2021 it has been 
most heartening to have observers helping once again for 
each of the 2022 surveys. It was also exciting and 
encouraging to have many first-time helpers. Before 
finishing it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge and 
thank the landowners, particularly around Lake 


Photo: Rob Shepherd 


Connewarre, who freely and willingly provide access to 
their land for these surveys. 


And finally, to all those who send emails and messages of 
support and encouragement, thank you—tt’s all greatly 
appreciated. 


uckoo, Swan Bay, 11/9/22 
Photo: Andrew Sanigorski 


september 2022 bird observations—some highlights 


hat a truly wonderful array of bird records our local 
birders have submitted this month. It represents the 
burgeoning of spring with the eagerly anticipated arrival of 
migratory birds as well as some wonderfully detailed 
records of interesting behaviours of some of our more 
common resident species. It reminds us of what 
fascinating insights can be gained by simply stopping to 
observe bird behaviour. 


Keeping an eye on the skies this month has proved fruitful. 
A Black Falcon at Wallington was noteworthy as these 
powerful falcons are not often reported on the Bellarine 
Peninsula. A white morph Grey Goshawk was a welcome 
sight at Birregurra in its glowing white finery and a Wedge- 
tailed Eagle over Newtown was ‘replaced’ the following 
day with a Little Eagle. Not surprisingly both species 
created quite a commotion from local birds which certainly 
alerted the prepared observer. Collared Sparrowhawks 
have been seen flying and displaying over several local 
neighbourhoods hopefully getting organised for breeding 
at numerous locations in suburban Geelong. One final 
raptor record of note was a Barn Owl flushed from dense 
roadside wattles at Breamlea at 9 a.m. while the observers 
were searching for Orange-bellied Parrots. The small birds 
in the vicinity were most irate at this intruder being flushed. 


With plenty of local birders out searching our saltmarsh 
and wetlands for Neophema parrots this month we have 
had many welcome records of avian specialists in these 
habitats. A record of two Brolgas surreptitiously working 
their way through long flooded grass at Breamlea was a 
wonderful observation. A Lewin’s Rail calling in the same 
general location matched a Lewin’s Rail calling at Reedy 
Lake. This very cryptic species has a characteristic ‘kek 
kek kek’ call that can betray its presence. Several Buff- 
banded Rails along the Barwon River at Highton were 
observed communicating with each other with screeching 
calls. Breeding may be on their minds. Records of Cattle 
Egrets continue to be submitted with two at Reedy Lake 
and three at Ocean Grove, with cattle at each of these 
ѕіќеѕ,130 in a paddock near Lake Purrumbete, without 
cattle, and 27 flying in late in the day, presumably to roost, 
in trees fringing a wetland, east of Birregurra. In at least 
three of these records some birds were showing hints of 
orange breeding flush developing. It will be fascinating to 
keep an eye out for records of this species over coming 
months to see if we can confirm birds remaining to breed 
in our region! Several Nankeen Night-Herons were 
observed at Queenscliff, ‘gardening’ and refurbishing nests 
in the colony and the accompanying Little Egrets will be 
successful again this year. 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


opring is always accompanied by the return of migratory 
shorebirds and so it was most pleasing to see records this 
month of numerous species submitted. Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers have returned to locations including Lake 
Victoria and Avalon and two Banded Lapwings at Lake 
Connewarre were most unexpected, reminding us that 
these boldly marked waders which usually frequent 
grasslands can be seen on occasion in many different 
habitats and locations. The closely related Masked 
Lapwing is a very familiar urban bird to most of us and so 
a record of at least 5 concurrent breeding events in an 
area with at least 26 birds, at Queenscliff, was a great 
observation. The eagerly anticipated arrival of Latham's 
Snipe, having completed the migration south from the 
breeding grounds in northern Japan, was confirmed on 27 
August, pretty well right on time. Since then, numerous 
birds have been recorded at locations including 
Ombersley, Waurn Ponds and Collendina. 


Woodland bird records this month are many and varied. 
Some of the records document sightings of the less 
frequently seen small secretive species—Chestnut- 
rumped Heathwren, Southern Emuwren and Speckled 
Warbler—all noted in suitable habitat with attention 
grabbing calling and singing. Other records document the 
arrival of spring migrants—Fairy Martins mixing in with 
Tree Martins at Swan Bay, an Olive-backed Oriole at 
Anglesea and Shining Bronze-Cuckoos in numerous 
areas. Some records have illustrated bird movement 
through suburbs such as White-eared Honeyeater in Jan 
Juc. A Rose Robin in the Brisbane Ranges and Pink 
Robins at the You Yangs, along with the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens, have been pleasing spring records. 


A fascinating record was received of a Little Raven very 
deliberately consuming hens' eggshell into its crop and 
going to quite some effort to break up larger pieces into 
smaller more manageable sizes. It was a fascinating read 
and reminds us of the joys to be had spending time just 
watching what our birds are doing. A few days later an 
adult male Australian Magpie was observed filling its crop 
with smaller eggshell fragments from the same vegie patch 
where the eggshells are put out to deter snails and slugs! 
Presumably these birds are feeding nestlings/recent 
fledglings with a high source of calcium. 


Once more we sincerely thank all the members and friends 
who observe and then, most importantly, document and 
submit their bird records to the GFNC web-site https:// 


www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations and/or 


eBird Australia https://ebird.org/australia/home and 
remember to log-in to take full advantage of these 


wonderful resources. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment Fund. 
We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax-deductible. 
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Superb Fairywrens in the Geelong Region 
Richard Alcorn 


` 


Superb Fairywren, Swan Bay Jetty, August 2017. 
Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


he Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus is native to 

south-eastern Australia (Higgins et al. p. 272). 
Superb Fairywrens are found in a wide variety of 
habitats including habitats supporting a mosaic of clear 
open areas interspersed with dense low vegetation ... 
sclerophyll forests and woodlands with well-developed 
understorey of heath and other sclerophyllous shrubs ... 
regrowth eucalypt forests and woodlands ... edges of 
dense vegetation bordering watercourses in drier 
eucalypt forests and woodlands ... partly cleared 
pastureland or regenerating farmland ... coastal ie 
scrubland growing on sand-dunes and swales ... nearby | 
beaches’ (Higgins et al. p. 271). They are also found in 
saltmarsh, especially in areas with scattered larger 
saltbushes (M. Hewish pers. comm.). Given these 
flexible habitat requirements, it is no surprise that the 
Superb Fairywren is widely distributed in the Geelong 


region (see eBird species map). 


Within the Geelong metropolitan area, Superb 
Fairywrens avoid residential and industrial areas but are 
still found along the well to sparsely vegetated banks of 
the Barwon River, Waurn Ponds Creek and Cowies 
Creek, in the narrow strip of coastal vegetation that 
borders Corio Bay, and in larger parklands such as 
Eastern Park (see Map 1). This mirrors a similar trend in 
metropolitan Melbourne where Superb Fairywrens have 
‘continued their decline, retreating to riparian vegetation 
and wetlands’ (Loyn and Menkhorst 2011). Similarly, 
Superb Fairywrens are largely absent from the built-up 
parts of all large towns in the Geelong region but remain 
common on the outskirts. 


У 


c | | LIN " 
Map 1: Locations where Superb Fairywrens were recorded in the 
Geelong metropolitan area over the period 2017—2021. 


_ ы 
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ouperb Fairywrens are found throughout the intensively farmed plains north and west of Geelong, in shelter belts, 
patches of native vegetation and other bushy habitat (see Map 2). 


Мар 2: Locations in a portion of Ombersley where Superb Fairywrens were recorded over the period 201 /— 
2021. Data based on 53 checklists (excluding copies of checklists shared with others) submitted to eBird for this 
area and period. This distribution pattern is typical of farmland across the region. 


Map 3: Locations where Superb Fairywrens were recorded in the vicinity of Apollo Bay, based on eBird data for 
the period 2017—2021. 


Belcher, in his 1914 book The Birds of the District of Geelong, Australia noted that ‘No species is more widespread in its 
distribution. It is to be found ... in every country hedgerow in the county of Grant, and is as much at home in our town 
gardens as in the seclusion of the deep gullies through which tiny creeks trickle down towards the ocean from the Otway 
hills’. Except for their absence from built-up areas in metropolitan Geelong and larger towns, the modern distribution of 
ouperb Fairywrens in the Geelong region is little changed from that of more than a century ago. 
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Marilyn Hewish's experience in Bacchus Marsh provides 
an example of how urbanisation drives out Superb 
Fairywrens. Marilyn writes ‘We moved to our current 
house in 1992. It had a big block, mainly grass with 
sapling eucalypts around the edge. We were right on the 
edge of town next to grassland with scattered shrubs, 
some indigenous (e.g. Fragrant Saltbush), some weeds 
(e.g. Boxthorn). From 1992 onwards we regularly had 
Fairywren family groups in our garden. We planted lots 
of indigenous shrubs and the numbers gradually built up 
(maximum groups of 3 in 1993 up to maximum groups of 
8 in 2007). We had a breeding record in 2008 of a 
dependent young being fed in the garden. But in 2009 
we had only 3 records in the garden and we never saw 
them again. So they lasted 17 years after we moved in 
and 15 years after smaller blocks began to be built on in 
the grassland over the road. Building had been going on 
around us over those years. We're now about one 
kilometre from the grassland at the edge of town. On our 
side of the street the blocks are all big, relatively open, 
shrubby and not particularly neat. But the new building is 
on smaller blocks with fewer shrubs, garden beds of 
flowers and a “manicured” look. | can only assume that 
the smaller blocks are not suitable, or that Fairywrens 
need ready access to the wider grassland areas.’ 


Eastern Brisbane Ranges Bird Group excursion report 
22 September 2022 


he forecast was for a fine day, but as Lorraine Phelan 

and | headed out to the Brisbane Ranges, the entire 
landscape was shrouded in sometimes very dense fog! It 
slowly lifted towards Anakie, mist hanging above the 
brilliant yellow of canola on the way taking our breath 
away. Through it we saw four Black-shouldered Kites 
cavorting in the now thin sunshine. As we neared the turn- 
off, a couple of Choughs flew across our bows. 


As it was a public holiday, quite a few cars were lined up at 


the meeting place, people checked Spotted Pardalotes 
flitting about, Crimson Rosellas and quite a few 
honeyeaters enjoying the bright sunshine as we all thawed 
out. 


Brad told us about the geology of the district, and the 
ancient Rowsley Fault we were to traverse, before we set 
off up the switchback and sometimes precipitous track to 
the plateau where we parked. 


It is a dangerous business taking a bird excursion to the 
Brisbane Ranges in Spring. Habitat is important, we told 
ourselves, as we admired heaths, Love-creeper, Grevillea 
Stiglitziana, a Brisbane Ranges endemic, and lots of 
beautiful Eastern Blue Fairy orchids Cyanicula caerulea 


and many others. Yes, there were some birds! But not very 


Brisbane Ranges ebird lists 


Lynne Clarke 


many. The highlight for me was a pair of Scarlet Robins, 
the female exceptionally pretty, with her soft pink breast. 
The male thought so too. As we walked the track it was 
interesting how the plant groups changed over quite short 
distances. 


‘Snake!’ someone called, as they saw it move. Sure 
enough, quite close to the road a Red-bellied Black Snake 
was lurking in a bit of low vegetation. Probably a metre and 
a half long, it remained stationary for several minutes, 
enabling some to get photos of it. | stepped in front of 
Kerry just as she focused on its head, and then it was off, 
so fast, whipping off into the scrub like lightning. 


We drove down to Stony Creek for our refreshments, 
where the gorgeous Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters were going 
about their business as usual, but we noted again the 
absence of Superb Fairywrens. Surely there should be 
many of them there? 


Most of the group returned to the plateau to continue the 
walk, but though it was enjoyable there were not as many 
flowers or birds on this section of the track. 


Thanks so much to Brad for taking us to a beautiful area 
most of us had never explored before, and for being a 
fount of knowledge about so much for us. 


otaughton Vale Rd https://ebird.org/australia/mychecklists?sublIDZUzExO TE3NTQwMA..&s=t 

Cattle Gully Track https://ebird.org/australia/mychecklists?sublIDZUzExOTES3NTM4OQ..&s-t 

Stony Creek Picnic Ground https://ebird.org/australia/mychecklists?subIDZUzExO TE3N I M2Mw..&s-t 
McLeans Hwy at Switch Rd https://ebird.org/australia/mychecklists ?subID=UZExOTE3NTMZMg..&s=t 
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September 2022 invertebrates report 


Rod Lowther 
slow and delayed start to spring with cooler spring progresses. These species may have multiple 
temperatures and wetter conditions has meant that we observations recorded during the reporting period, but the 

are not yet seeing a wide range of invertebrates. This list below only includes the first observation. 
report covers the reporting period 20 August to 20 
September when 234 observations were added to the | would like to acknowledge the great effort of Pete 


GFNC Invertebrate Collection. This project now has almost Crowcroft in providing many moth records over this period. 

20,000 records of 2,020 species, representing an amazing Members collectively submitted 167 observations of 67 

effort from all the club contributors. Lepidoptera species with Pete providing 85% of the data 
points. 

In this month's report | have listed the species that are 

dormant during winter and start to emerge and appear as 


[zm c Name Scientific Name Date Location hano ИШ Observer 
Observed 


ышы Beetle Xylonichus sp. 20/8/2022 Aireys Inlet Member boana the subfamily 
Melolonthinae which is widespread 
across Victoria with some 32 
species. No records in June and 
July. Numbers build up to a max in 
Dec and Jan. 

Short-tailed Ophion sp. 20/8/2020 Anglesea A nocturnal wasp drawn to a light 

Ichneumonid Wasp sheet and, as is the case here, 
generally only seen when conducting 
mothinc 
found later in November. 

House Fly family Helina sp. 21/8/2022 Aireys Inlet Three species in Victoria flying in 
oeptember and October with low 
numbers rest of year. 

Imperial Jezebel Delias harpalyce 26/8/2022 Anglesea Adult butterflies have two very 
distinct flying periods, February and 
oeptember. 


Bluebottle Fly Calliphora sp. 28/8/2022 Ocean Grove | There are nine species listed in our 
collection. While a few may be seen 
over winter, numbers explode in late 
August and peak in September/ 
October and drop away again by end 
November. 

Wandering Ringtail Austrolestes leda 28/8/2022 Ocean Grove | First species to emerge, numbers 
start increasing from now. The first of 
this season was a sighting made by 
GP on 4 August followed by this one. 

Australian Painted Vanessa kershawi | 28/8/2022 Anglesea This butterfly is a good sign that 
Lady spring Is about to happen. Numbers 
oeak in September. 


Elephant Weevil Orthorhinus 1/9/2022 Point First observation of this species in 
cylindnrostris 


Lonsdale the GFNC collection, although a few 
records have been noted in previous 
years. More common along the NSW 
coast. The species is considered a 
oest to the wine Industry. 


Matchstick Vandiemenella 10/09/2022 oteiglitz The grasshopper remains as an 

Grasshopper viatica adult over winter but is rarely seen. 
Lives in forest areas and can be 
confused with the nymph of the 
Giant Green Slantface which tends 
to emerge around late November. 
The Matchstick adults die off over 
summer with nymphs around March. 


opotted Amber Hippodamia 11/9/2022 Guvvos This introduced species can be seen 
by late October/ November 

Dung Beetle Onthophagus sp. 11/9/2022 Ocean Grove | This genus is the most species rich 
and widespread of the Dung Beetles 
and is mainly seen during spring and 
autumn when most are active. 
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otriped Ladybird Micraspis frenata 13/9/2022 Ocean Grove | Unusual sighting as generally not BML 
seen much in spring with adults 
more readily seen from February to 


April. 


12/09/2022 Anglesea Adults build up numbers in PCr 
oeptember and October for egg 
laying so that larvae can feast on 
their plentiful springtime nettle food 
source. Photo shown is observation 
on 14 September (MAI). 
Large Spotted Harmonia 15/9/2022 Ocean Grove | This ladybird species is mainly seen BML 
Ladybird conformis from September to December but 
can be seen right through autumn. 


Fungus-eating Illeis galbula 15/9/2022 Ocean Grove | Small peak in September from adults | BML 
Ladybird over-wintering while next generation 

is mainly around late autumn when 

large numbers can be seen. 
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Thanks to the following members who submitted 
observations during this reporting period: 


AW, Alison Watson; BML, Bernie Lingham; CWC, Chris 
Walker-Cook; GGt, Geoff Gates: GPo, Graham 
Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; JN, John Newman; LFo, Lachie Forbes; 
MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; NW, Naomi 
Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RLw, Rod Lowther; SKr, 
ousan Kruss; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin 
Cook. 


Note: the GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member-only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must join 
the Project, and this can be done when you enter your 
iNaturalist account. You need only register once. Currently 
there are 50 GFNC club members registered with the 
Invertebrates Collection. 


References 
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inaturalist.ala.org.au. 

Farrow, R. (2016) /nsects of South-Eastern Australia. 
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September 2022 Fauna Report 


he very wet winter has made ideal conditions for frogs, 
and we have many interesting reports of a wide range 
of species. Perhaps the most unusual species is the 
Eastern Sign-bearing Froglet Crinia parinsignifera. Reptiles 
are becoming active as warmer weather arrives, and there 
are also a range of mammals being sighted. So here is a 
compilation of the records that have been listed during 
september. 
First the mammals... 
Short-beaked Echidna: a large individual was seen at the 
Ocean Grove Nature Reserve on 6 September by Nicole 
Roncheti (per TFI). 
Common Brushtail Possum: one noted in the Brisbane 
Ranges, and another at Balyang Sanctuary on 22 
oeptember; on 24 September three including a Joey were 
seen at night at Branding Yard, You Yangs, and another 
two were seen on the same night beside Peak School 
Road, Lara (SRo). 
Sugar Glider: on 22 September one was noted at Anakie 
Gorge; five were seen, foraging in the one tree, at 
Branding Yard, You Yangs on 24 September (SRo). 
Common Ringtail Possum: one was seen at Anakie 
Gorge on 22 September, and on 24 September one was 
noted at Branding Yard, You Yangs on 24 September 
(SRO). 
Eastern Grey Kangaroo: 13 noted at Inverleigh NCR at 
4.00 p.m. on 6 September (GP,JPo). At Anakie Gorge 37 
were seen on 22 September (SRo), and on 24 September 
a mob of 25 were observed grazing in a paddock east of 
the You Yangs, one was noted grazing on Branding Yard 
in the You Yangs later the same day (SRo). 
Swamp Wallaby: on 11 September two were seen on the 
internal road, Beacon Point, Skenes Creek in the Otway 
Ranges (JN) and on 22 September one was seen grazing 
beside the creek at Anakie Gorge (SRo). 
Red Fox: an adult trotted across a track and open space at 
the Inverleigh Common NCR at about 3.50 p.m. on 6 
oeptember; ‘it gave us one last look before disappearing 
into a patch of Acacia paradoxa’ (GP,JPo). 
Humpback Whale: on 21 September three were seen off 
Blue Rocks-Bancoora; one was inshore while the others 
were offshore, foraging among many dolphins, apparently 
cooperatively ‘herding’ fish (GA). 
Whale sp: a big, tall and straight ‘spout’ was seen on one 
occasion from the area where the other whales were 
feeding offshore from Blue Rocks-Bancoora on 21 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


oeptember. It was much taller than Humpback or Southern 
Right Whale ‘spouts’ suggesting a different species was 
present (GÀ). 

Now the reptiles... 

With warmer weather there has been an increase in reptile 
activity. 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: seven were observed at Little 
River Ripley Reserve on 15 September (TP). 


Southern Water Skink: two were seen sun-basking on 
pebbles surrounding a pond at Bellbrae on 22 September 
(AW ). 

Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: one noted in long grass at 
Connewarre on 20 September (AW,PWa). 

Jacky Lizard: on 13 September about 4.30 p.m. one was 
seen at The Sands, Torquay; it quickly ‘scuttled off when 
disturbed; on the following day about midday, one was 
noted sun-basking on a log at Eumeralla near Anglesea 
(GGt). On 22 September one was observed basking on the 
edge of the 12th fairway at The Sands, then on 25 
oeptember one was noted at Eumeralla (GGt). 

Lowland Copperhead: on 10 September at The Sands, 
Torquay, one about 70 cm long was watched for about 30 
minutes; initially sun-basking on a rock partly concealed by 
tussock grasses, it later became active and moved away 
from the site (GGt). 

Tiger Snake: a large individual was noted sun-basking 
beside a walking track in the Great Otway National Park 
near Anglesea on 6 September (AW,PWa). 

And last, but by no means least, the frogs... 

Of particular interest is the observation of the Eastern 
Sign-bearing Froglet; there are just a tiny number of 
observations of the species locally according to the Atlas of 
Living Australia records. 

Growling Grass Frog: ‘I was very surprised to hear this 
species calling from the same area as the banjo frogs’, 
Coogoorah Park, Anglesea, 22 September. Searched but 
could not find it (GGt). 

Eastern Banjo Frog: late afternoon on 10 September 
many were heard calling from The Sands, Torquay golf 
course ponds (GGt). On 19 September at 8.30 p.m. at 
Coogoorah Park Anglesea a few were heard calling from 
an inundated grassy area, and one was found (GGt). On 
20 September one was found under a tile at Sutherlands 
creek (HSc,LBr, TP). On 22 September five were found at 
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Coogoorah Park, Anglesea, but none was calling (GGt). 
Heard calling from Hovells Creek at 9.44 p.m. on 24 
September (SRo). 

Southern Brown Tree Frog: between 7.30 and 9.30 p.m. 
on 19 September there was a strong chorus of the species 
heard; 12 individuals were found in a 3m square area 
among inundated native grasses at Coogoorah Park, 
Anglesea. One was found there on 22 September (GGt). 
On 22 September many were heard calling at Balyang 
oanctuary (SRo). At Branding Yard, You Yangs, on 24 
oeptember one was seen calling from under a pile of 
sticks, and others were heard (SRo). 

Spotted Grass Frog: six found under tiles at Sutherlands 
Creek on 20 September (HSc,LBr, TP) 

Striped Marsh Frog: at The Sands, Torquay on 22 
oeptember, a chorus of calls was heard from the 
environmental pond near the 16th tee (GGt). On 24 


oeptember at 9.44 p.m., heard calling from Hovells Creek 
at Peak School Road (SRo) 

Common Eastern Froglet: on 20 September about 10 
were heard and seen at Coogoorah Park, and some were 
in amplexus (GGt); many calling from Balyang Sanctuary 
on 22 September (SRo). Heard calling from Hovells Creek 
at Peak School Road at 9.44 p.m. (SRo) 

Eastern Sign-bearing Froglet: on 19 September at 
Coogoorah Park, Anglesea, in a chorus of about 10 crinia 
frogs, mainly Common Eastern Froglets, some other calls 
were apparent. By comparing the calls on the Frogid app, 
they were identified as this species (GGt). 

Observers: AW, Alison Watson; GA, George Appleby; GGt, 
Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen 
Schofield; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; 
Вг, Lance Breguet; PWa, Phil Watson; SRo, Scott Rolph; 
ТЕ, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


September fauna survey 
The fauna survey planned for early September at Bambra was abandoned due to forecast rain 


and cold conditions. 


October fauna survey 
We will return to Spring Creek, Torquay to resume our search for the elusive Swamp Antechi- 
nus that may have a population in this attractive area. You may recall that Graeme Stockton 
found the remains of an antechinus immediately behind the arts complex on Ashmore Road. The 
opring Creek valley is under threat from development, and it is important that we determine if this 


rare species is found here. 


Thursday 6 October 1.00 p.m.: meet at the car park at the Arts Complex, Ashmore Road to 


set the Elliott traps. 


Friday 7 to Sunday 9 October at 8.00 a.m.: meet at the car park to check the traps. 


(Note: please advise Trevor on ppescott@gqmail.com if you will attend. This is important to avoid 


confusion if there are last minute changes.) 


ei ё 


-+ 
\ n 
i". 


* Р Pl L _ = : 2 \ А - 
* е Е i = "- : = ~~; | t "-— Т ry p - Ta " 4" 
"e | @. b das A T m 
acePahda- XL сым MS ES Ei 
n "Xr Bw MY y a ЕС " 
à 
b 4.4 


Jacaranda тітоѕіА q^ aao" d 
С e 1 


7 
^ 
Ы \ + Р _ 
* ; ha. \ ~ " є $ _ _ | E 
, 7 ч Е - У; › ме 
EJ є b hån Aani * | а 
т - i І 
| P hme " + _ l ES " n 
- -— » P se _ 
f | es q- ' кы i 4 » , ч > d j 
л 
- ^ ‚ "Ф L P E - "m , 
ғ Е ' - " "" Pu 
маљ, LAS ' | - | 
i а 2 F1 += т" - 
рч у , ` » Р ы 
j^ \ * ‘ ^ + i 
, | , | 
x -— | . ) 4 NT 
LED | а E 
C uy x К . & a“. - а 
! Ф, 
3 Е ' С j (^ Р а 
= r , і 
ть a Yy Yes E 
- i “а | " “ 
Е Е А " E 
Pi ' , Ч 4 
Е 
4 чи 
» 4, ә Е 
L 5 4 r 7 ы 
Е А ' ' 
" * 1 
- , rs A < - 
tey a = 
" 7 і * 
Ы re m ^ 
$ " — v 
- 
~ 
*. 3 i “ | a. ad 
: _ А B 
* - І 4. 
„ A ^. Г y J 
= Е 
m - 
i ` | 
i B 
i 
СА 
т - 
: ` 


EE) LOctobet 


ow 


M u 
Soul 


saint 
sia 


Great Southern Bioblitz 


he third Great Southern Bioblitz (GSB) is happening 

this October. Following from the success of the 
worldwide City Nature Challenge, the GSB is an 
opportunity for all Southern Hemisphere countries to record 
natural history observations during the spring when a wider 
range of flowering plants, insects and other creatures are 
more prevalent or active. 


The Great Southern Bioblitz for 2022 will run from 28-31 
October. Participants in the event will then have a further 
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Rod Lowther 


14 days to upload their observations made during this 
period to the iNaturalist platform, and have them identified. 


Already there are 1/0 participating locations across three 
continents. In Australia, 55 locations including 19 from 
Victoria have been registered. This is a significant increase 
in participation across our country in this third year of the 
event. 


In the first ever iNaturalist GSB (2020), users across the 
wider Geelong region were the major contributors of 


observations, highlighting the premiere position GFNC 
members play as citizen scientists, and the Club itself, in 
fostering nature recording. 


We generally have about 100 participants over the four— 
day event and when taking all BioBlitz events into 
consideration, we have had a total of 322 people submit 
observations. This project link shows our comparative 
performance for the five Bioblitz events held to date. 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/geelong-region- 
Bioblitz 


| hope many members will be available to participate for all 
or part of the time during this competitive event to help us 
do well in our standing. Of course, we also collectively 
increase our knowledge of the biodiversity in our region, 
which is a major benefit in itself. If you have not previously 
used iNaturalist, register on the website: hittps:// 
inaturalist.ala.org.au/ and/or download the iNaturalist app 
to your smartphone from the Apple or Google stores. 


To help new observers, we have prepared a series of 
Nature Guides that list the most common species within 
our region for different animal and plant groups: ID Guides 
(gfnc.org.au). An important aspect of the BioBlitz is the 14- 
day identification phase where everyone can help, so have 
your guidebooks ready and let's see if we can get as many 
observations up to Research Grade’. 


For those interested in increasing their bird species tally, 
here Is a link to some local hotspot areas and species likely 
to be found: Birding Hot Spots. Graham Possingham, the 
Club's President has topped the bird species leader board 


for the last three Bioblitz' s, with approximately 134 species 
recorded. Will a new champion emerge in GSB 2022? 


For some of the more difficult to identify plant groups, the 
Club has prepared a series of ID Guides, you may find 
helpful: Plant ID Guides. Remember during the Bioblitz, 
species need not be indigenous—weeds are OK. The only 
restriction is that plants must not be cultivated—so garden 
plants out! 


Trip Plans suggesting a selection of nature parks and 
reserves will be available on the GFNC website mid- 
October. There will be six Trip Plans linking different 
habitats and reserves in a particular region (for example 
Brisbane Ranges, Bellarine, and Golden Plains). Each Trip 
plan will include a map providing Journey details and what 
might be found for the suggested nature location. 


Progress during the event can be monitored by checking 
out our regional project and see how different locations/ 
participants are tracking on the event master project: - 


GSB 2022 Geelong Region https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
projects/gsb-2022-geelong-cnc-region 


Event Umbrella Project https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
projects/great-southern-bioblitz-2022-umbrella 


oo have fun exploring and observing nature during the 
GSB and let's see what we can find together. Think about 
buddying up with a friend when out and about as no formal 
Club activities are planned. Remember, stay safe and 
keep an eye on weather conditions when planning your 
day's activities. 


Bird Group Excursion 


Thursday 27 October 2022 


Lake Ayrey Wildlife Reserve and the Barwon River in Birregurra 


Leader: Trevor Hodson 


Lake Ayrey is near Birregurra and in a wet year like this one, can be very rewarding. Regular visitors include Latham's 
onipe and Brolgas. There will also be a walk along Ayrey's Reserve Road towards the Highway to inspect established 


roadside plantings. 


We will then adjourn to the Golf Course in Birregurra and the Heritage Trail to see the impact of the plantings 
undertaken by the Birregurra Landcare group over the last decade along the Barwon. 


Meet: 


9.00 a.m. for a 9.15 a.m. start in Ayrey's Reserve Road—see map for details of meeting spot, marked in 


red. Please park to the north of the marked spot to minimise disturbance of birds in the Reserve. There is ample 


roadside parking. For those coming from Geelong, 
the turn off to Ayrey's Reserve Road is about 20 
kilometres west from Winchelsea. For those coming 
through Birregurra, the turn off is 2.5 kilometres, 
travelling west from Birregurra on the Birregurra- 
Warncoort Road. 


Bring: Morning tea, drinks, snacks. Wet 
weather gear, solid footwear, hat, binoculars, 


sunscreen (as needed), camera, field guides. 
Finish: Approx. 1.00 p.m. 


Contact: Trevor Hodson 0407 185 669 


—— Prin 


Warncoort 
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GFNC excursion 
Moggs Creek 
Sunday 16 October 2022 


Leaders: Alison and Phil Watson 


This area has a variety of habitats we can explore—from wet forest along the Nature Trail, woodland and coastal 
heathland. Depending on the conditions on the day, we may walk a 5 km circuit which will take in a variety of plants and 
scenery and could include a short section along the beach if the Hooded Plovers are present. From the beach there is 
steep climb through flowering coastal heathland to the lookout with impressive views of the ocean across to Lorne. 
There are some orchid species to be seen and many interesting spring flowers. At present the wattles are putting on an 
impressive display. 


Meet: Moggs Creek Picnic area. Just before the Moggs Creek bridge turn right onto Old Coach Rd and left onto 
Old Neuk Rd and left again into Boyd Ave. Continue for about 1 km and you will reach the picnic area. 


Time: 9.30 a.m. 


Bring: Morning tea, drinks, lunch. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, mosquito 
repellent, camera, field guides. Walking poles could be useful in case we get slippery sections on a 
climb. 


More information contact: Alison 0400 570 229 Phil 0429 145 430 


Plant Group excursion 
Monday 10 October 2022 
Teesdale Timber Reserve 

Leaders: Barry and Bernie Lingham 


Note: The scheduled Plant Group survey activity at the former Bellarine Basin (Barwon Water) has been cancelled as 
we cannot access the site due to wet weather delaying planned site works. 


The Teesdale Timber Reserve comprises remnant grassy woodland managed by the Ballarat Environment Network. 
There is a mixture of Red Gums and other trees, with a variety of flowering indigenous plants and grasses. The site is 
rarely visited due to restricted access. We will focus on the flora of the reserve but we encourage members with an 
interest in birds and invertebrates to also join us and record observations. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the car park in Teesdale, opposite the general store/café on the Bannockburn-Shelford Rd. We will 
travel in convoy to visit the woodland site that is located off the Shelford-Meredith Rd. Please note that to 
access the site we will need to walk 1.5 km along a disused track/road, checking vegetation along the way. 
Grass levels will be high in this area. 

Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Solid footwear is a must and wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field 
guides, notebook and pen may be helpful. 

Finish: Finish time is flexible. We will return to the Turtle Bend picnic area, which includes tables and toilet facilities, in 
Teesdale for lunch and then visit nearby areas if people are interested. 

Important Notes1. Always check the GFNC Website or Facebook page close to the excursion date for more 

information about any last-minute changes due to weather conditions or other factors. 
2. We would prefer that you register your intention to attend. 
Please email or text Bernie Lingham 0447 612 152, bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Plant Group meeting—Reviewing the plants from Teesdale Timber Reserve 
Tuesday 11 October 2022 


7.30 p.m. at the GFNC Club Rooms 


We will be meeting at the GFNC Club Rooms off Holt Rd East Geelong to review and identify plants seen during the 
excursion to the Teesdale Timber Reserve the previous day. Some specimens will be examined in detail and 
photographs of species will be identified. 


Note: The November bird group excursion that was planned for Werribee is now being run at Freshwater Creek by 
Lynne Cannard. Another Werribee excursion is planned for next year. 
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Coming events 


OCTOBER 2022 

4 General Meeting: Mark Le Pla—Mammal research in 
Carlisle Heath NOTE: Meeting in meeting room 

6-9 Fauna survey—spring Creek, Torquay 

8 eBird Global Big day. Background: https:// ebird.org/ 
australia/news/october-big-day-2022 

10 Plant Group: Excursion—Teesdale Timber Reserve 

11 Plant Group: Excursion follow-up meeting 

16 Excursion: Moggs Creek walk 

17 Meeting: Committee 

20 Bird Group: Jeff Davies—The Compact Australian Bird 
Guide 

24 Meeting: Program Subcommittee 

27 Bird Group Excursion: Lake Ayrey and Віггедигга 

28-31 Great Southern Bioblitz 


NOVEMBER 2022 


28 


General Meeting: James Van Dyke—Kicking off 
Turtle Month 2022 to Help Longneck Turtles 
Plant Group: Meeting 


Fauna survey 


Bird Group: Mike Clarke—Recovery of bird 
communities at Wilsons Promontory after 
bushfires and floods 


Excursion: TBC 
Meeting: Committee 
Bird Group Excursion: Freshwater Creek 


Challenge Bird Count: Brisbane Ranges/ You 
Yangs 


Meeting: GFN Environment Fund committee 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2022—2023 


President Graham Possingham 
Vice-President Bernie Lingham 
Immediate past President Rod Lowther 
oecretary Graham Possingham 
Treasurer Chris White 
Minutes Secretary Naomi Wells 
Committee Members Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 


craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer Deborah Evans 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair Chris White 


Publications and Communication 

Subcommittee Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editors Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan 
Web-master Graham Possingham 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley 
General Meeting Minutes 

Program Coordinator Barry Lingham 
Bird Group Craig Morley 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott 
Plant Group Barry Lingham 
Club Convenors: 

General Meetings Chrissy Freestone 
General excursions Vacant 

Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjanes@gmail.com 
alisonw5//@gmail.com 
lohelan@bigpond.com 


info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorley5(g)bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


chrissy.freestone@ilinet.net.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 
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